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Abstract
The semiconductor industry has generally embraced the notion of SoC design as requiring a  platform . Typically this
refers to architecting the chips around the reusable hardware and software components. However, to more fully describe
the notion of the  platform of the  design one must expand the definition to include the tools, libraries, scripts, and design
space exploration that must be present in any significant design or re-use there of.
Additionally one needs to consider the way in which all of the design components have come about, and put in place the
processes which solicit, encourage, and reward feedback of these methodologies. One needs to consider how to plan
design projects based on the best that these methodologies have taught us in the past, and track their execution to plan.
To continue to be successful, they need to leverage a cataloging, distribution and support system that fosters the usage
and lifecycle of the design platform.
Huge design scalability challenges await us in the coming years. Radical shifts in thinking will alter the way designs are
done. The notion of the platform as a vehicle for deploying those tools, methodologies, and techniques is here for a long
time.
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